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emerge from it capable of grappling creatively with
the desperate social and economic problems of a sub-
continent that is little better than a vast rural slum.
Sooner or later the banked-up fires of rebellion will
break out again and then it may be even Tories will
regret that they imposed a constitution that contains
itself no provisions for amendment.

A CHEEKFUL VIEW

Against this view among Liberals  and  even  in-
the Labour Party, a more tolerant view of this  consti-
tution has come to prevail.    This opinion is the natural
consequence of the magaificient fuss that Mr. Churchill
has  made.     "Surely",   the  average   Liberal   reflects
"if this constitution is so distasteful to  the Die-hards
it must represent a really valuable instalment of Indian
freedom.   Perhaps the  safeguards  are excessive   but
after all though a Viceroy may have these very favour-
able "" special powers "   one need not  suppose  that  he
will often exercise  them;   they  will gradually lapse.,
Responsible government  however illusory it  may be
at the  centre  is genuine  enough in  the    provinces.
Finally though no  Liberal  can, admire   a propertied
franchise or communal electorates  or  those  arrange-
ments which give double representation to landed  pro-
perty and industrial capital   or the  really shocking
Upper Chambers of rich  men armed with a veto that
will hamper the legislative work of the  five  chief pro-
vinces even these blemishes  may be  removed by Par-
liament after the lapse of ten years.   We regret that